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DENISE ISERI-MATSUBARA 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
March 23, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 325 

In consideration of 
S.B. 2, S.D. 2, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO PUBLIC LANDS. 

The HHFDC supports S.B. 2, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, a measure to expand HHFDC's statutory 
exemption from the definition of "public lands" to include lands set aside to the HHFDC 
by Executive Order or leased from another State department or agency.  This bill will 
help streamline the development of affordable housing on state lands. 

S.B. 2, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, facilitates HHFDC's plans to build approximately 8,000 affordable 
units over the next 5 years.  It will minimize the number of approvals from the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources as projects move forward from set-aside to 
the leasing, entitlement, financing, and development phases.   

Going back to HHFDC's predecessor agencies, the Housing Finance and Development 
Corporation and the Housing and Community Development Corporation of Hawaii, have 
established the authority under State law to fulfill this mission.  In 1998, the Hawaii 
Supreme Court in Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs v. Board of Land & Natural 
Resources of the State of Hawaii  validated Attorney General Opinion No. 95-03 (July 
17, 1995) that the State may alienate ceded lands so long as such sales are for a public 
purpose.  Article XI, Section 10 of the State Constitution and Section 5(f) of the 
Admissions Act provide that homeownership is such a public purpose. 

In 2008, the United States Supreme Court in Hawaii v. Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
unanimously held that the Apology Resolution "did not strip Hawaii of its sovereign 
authority to alienate the lands the United States held in absolute fee and granted to the 
State upon its admission to the Union." 



As HHFDC fills its role of facilitating more affordable housing development, we find that 
an increasing number of units as being occupied by Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific 
Islanders.  Per 2019 ethnicity data on Hawaii Low-Income Housing Tax Credit-assisted 
affordable rental projects, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islanders occupied 2,970 of the 
34,196 occupied LIHTC units statewide, or 37.9%.  This is up from 6,860 of 18,862 
occupied units, or 36.3%, in 2015.  Similarly, Native Hawaiians/Other Pacific Islands 
constituted 44% of HOME Investment Partnerships Program assisted households over 
the last five years.  Demographic data establishes that Native Hawaiians will benefit 
from the Legislature's continued support of affordable housing development.    

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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March 23, 2021

The Honorable Mark M. Nakashima, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Nakashima and Committee Members:

Subject: Senate Bill No. 2, SD 2, HD 1
Relating to Public Lands

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) is in strong support of Senate Bill
No. 2, SD 2, HD 1, which would exempt lands set aside by the governor to the Hawaii Housing
Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) from classification as “public land,” subject to
management by the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

We understand that Chapter 171, HRS, already exempts lands that HHFDC holds title to
from the definition of “public Iands.” Exempting lands set aside to HHFDC would treat all lands
under HHFDC’s control in a consistent manner and create more opportunities for HHFDC to
develop affordable housing on state-owned lands. This action would also remove the
requirement of obtaining approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources for ministerial
real estate transactions/approvals (i.e., consents, leases, sub-leases, etc.).

The fee simple interest in the land would still remain with the State as HHFDC would
develop these lands using long-term leases. Government housing agencies need a wide range
of tools to create more housing units and help us build our way out of our housing crisis. We
defer to HHFDC on the additional language in HD 1.

We are in strong support of Senate Bill No. 2, SD 2, HD 1, and appreciate the
opportunity provide comments on the matter.

» Very truly yours,

ean Uchida
Director









SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 8:06:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eldred K. Kalehua 

Royal Order of 
Kamehameha I. Heiau 
O Mammalohoa Helu 

Elua 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public "ceded" 

lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and Development Corporation 

("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or agency. These protections include, 

but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal requirements, lease length and extension limits, 

and prohibitions against lease transfers without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural 

Resources. Without Chapter 171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at 

little to no cost, lease it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. 

These long leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 

unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful in any 

way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 





SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:45:22 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hanalei Fergerstrom 
Na Kupuna Moku O 

Keawe 
Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We stand firmly in opposition to this effort to tske public lands and transfer, set aside, 
give, or gift HHFDC or any other manner of transfering land away from the ceded lands 
trust for whatever purpose. 

Public lands (ceded lands) are private lands of the Hawaiian kingdom Government and 
Crown. All these types of attempts are efforts to illegally convert...illegal 
conversion...without proper title and being done with full knowledgge of said 
illegality.   Hanalei Fergerstrom  

 



https://www.kamakakoi.com/plt
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/03/14/hawaii-news/public-private-partnerships-have-a-troubled-history-in-hawaii/
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/03/14/hawaii-news/public-private-partnerships-have-a-troubled-history-in-hawaii/


SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 12:05:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mahina Duarte Kanaeokana Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



 









http://www.nativehawaiianlegalcorp.org/




http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=CPC&year=2021


SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 1:59:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kaikea K. Blakemore 
Community Alliance 

Partners 
Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We do not support the development or transfer of ceded lands for purposes differing 
from their original intent. The intended benefactors of these lands would not necessarily 
benefit from such changes, and changes could be utilized to cause environmental harm 
and increased gentrification in Hawai'i. 

Kaikea Kaleikini Blakemore 

Awareness Chair 

Community Alliance Partners 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 11:58:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joel Mark Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Fund the DHHL to provide real affordable housing for LOCAL 
people. Hawaiian lands aren't yours to sell!    

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 12:32:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kevin Chang Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Alas again I oppose this bill for what I feel are self-evident historical reasons 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 1:58:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bronze Fonoimoana Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose leases of crownlands to aliens!! 

 





SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 3:36:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leimomi Khan Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I continue to oppose this measure for all of the reasons stated in the testimony of the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs and the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 6:45:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Erik Meade Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 8:46:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Harley Broyles Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 7:53:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

christine ahn Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 8:25:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Aiko Yamashiro Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this measure that would remove critical Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands. These protections and processes are necessary to allow the public to 
participate in management and care for land--creating space for community voice 
critical to a strong democratic society. 

Because "ceded" lands are kept for the specific benefit of our Native Hawaiian 
community, it is important that this community protection be maintained in its integrity. I 
am not Native Hawaiian (fourth-generation, Japanese/Okinawan, Windward O'ahu), but 
have seen over and over again how important it is to take care of this community. 
Besides being clearly the right and just thing to do given Hawai'i's history, taking care of 
Native Hawaiian claims to land strengthens their culture, and benefits our shared future. 

I greatly support measures that take care of Hawai'i's unique culture and wisdom. 
Native Hawaiians are not a special interest group in Hawai'i. They are the foundation of 
this place. Rather than import urban housing ideas from elsewhere, we have an 
opportunity now to turn to our unique communities and cultures to find the most 
innovative and wise ideas to strengthen the health of our lands, urban spaces, and 
peoples. 

This pandemic has taught us that the world can be upended at any moment. 99-year (or 
more) leases on land are simply unnecessary, and in fact would be a detriment to the 
creativity and adaptability that we need right now to build back better, to experiment 
boldly and smartly, and to reflect and change strategies as needed. Giving these 
dangerously long leases to entities to build non-subsidized housing will exacerbate our 
housing crisis, and continue to make living in Hawai'i affordable to only the rich for 
generations to come. 

 





SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 12:13:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hans Mortensen Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 5:42:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Amy Sojot Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2 SD2 HD1. If we truly aim to create affordable housing for our 
local community, then actually fund the agencies tasked with that responsibility. Don't 
sell Hawaiian lands; those lands aren't yours to sell. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 6:13:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dana Keawe Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose sb2 sd2 hd1 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 9:35:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelsey Amos Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this measure that would remove critical Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands. These protections and processes are necessary to allow the public to 
participate in management and care for land--creating space for community voice 
critical to a strong democratic society. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 12:36:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Molly Leilani Trihey Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 

"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and Development 

Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or agency. These 

protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal requirements, lease 

length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers without prior approval from 

the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 171 protections, HHFDC would be 

able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease it to a developer for 99 years, and then 

indefinitely extend those leases. These long leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by 

foreclosing Native Hawaiians' unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 

amendments are not meaningful in any way and do not provide any additional layer of 

protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:23:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mervina Cash-Kaeo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Removing Chapter 171 protections from public ceded lands is a bad idea.  These 
protections were put in place for a very good reason.  Removing the ceded lands from 
Chapter 171 protections opens the possibility of 99 year commercial leases with 
indefinite extensions.  It is a great deal for the commercial entities and a bad deal for the 
people.  It is tantamount to selling these ceded lands. Please don't do this. 

 





SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 9:32:03 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gloria Palma Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 9:39:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raelyn Reyno 
Yeomans 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong opposition  

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 9:51:36 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Napali Souza Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:12:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gerald Taber Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE  

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:14:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

cheryl B. Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE: 

Why?  Kuleana   Legislators with $$$ for eyes and no understanding of the lands or 
their responsibilities push these bills through committees even with overwhelming 
opposition.  Leave the land alone, leave the water alone, leave the Mauna alone.   Work 
towards protecting instead of destroying.  This is not the USA no matter how hard some 
of you try.   

"Do not be afraid, be steadfast in aloha for your land and united in thought, Protest 
forever..until the very last aloha `Ä•ina."  Listen to the kupuna. 

  

 



!
!"#$%&'()*%(*+,,'#%$%'(*$'*-./*

"#$%&!'#(()**&&!#+!,$-).)/01!2!"/3/))/+!455/)0%!
6$&%-/17!8/0.9!:;7!:<:=!:><<?(!

!
4@#9/!/+-!*9/+A!1#$!5#0!*9&!#??#0*$+)*1!*#!*&%*)51!)+!%*0#+B!',,'#%$%'(!*#!*9)%!(&/%$0&C!4%!
+$(&0#$%!#*9&0%!9/D&!/@0&/-1!?#)+*&-!#$*7!*9)%!E)@@!.#+*&(?@/*&%!@#+B!@&/%&%!#5!F.&-&-F!@/+-%!
*9/*!/0&!*/+*/(#$+*!*#!*9&!%/@&!#5!F.&-&-F!@/+-%C!G+!/--)*)#+!*#!*9&!%*0#+B!(#0/@!0&/%#+%!*#!+#*!
?/%%!*9)%!E)@@7!G!$0B&!*9&!.#(()**&&!*#!.#+%)-&0!*9&!%)B+)5)./+*!@&B/@!)(?@)./*)#+%C!!
!
'#+*0/01!*#!*9&!/%%&0*)#+!#5!H&+)%&!8/*%$E/0/!I&J&.$*)D&!-)0&.*#0!5#0!*9&!"KKH'L7!*9&!
?0&-&.&%%#0!*#!*9&!""KH'!-)-!MN6!FO3)+P!*9&!0)B9*!*#!/@)&+/*&!Q.&-&-Q!@/+-%CF!!
!
G+!R*/*&!#5!"/3/))!DC!N"47"!*9&!SCRC!R$?0&(&!'#$0*!(&0&@1!9&@-!*9/*!*9&!R*/*&!R$?0&(&!'#$0*!
)(?0#?&0@1!0&@)&-!#+!*9&!!"#"$%&'()*&*+,'-".*&/01*2!39&+!)*!9&@-!*9/*!T.&-&-U!@/+-%!.#$@-!+#*!
E&!/@)&+/*&-!50#(!*9&!?$E@).!@/+-!*0$%*!$+*)@!M/*)D&!"/3/))/+!.@/)(%!*#!T.&-&-U!@/+-%!9/%!E&&+!
0&%#@D&-C!0&,'1$2($3)4*$5"*67-7*-8,1"&"*9'81$*1":';(%<"=*$52$*%$*52=*>('*28$5'1%$)*$'*=":%="*
?8"#$%'(#*'@*A2B2%%2(*32B>*2(=*#'*1"&2(="=*$5"*:2#"7!V&5#0&!*9&!"/3/))!.#$0*%!.#$@-!
-&*&0()+&!39&*9&0!.0%0"'&%3!3#$@-!?0&D&+*!*9&!*0/+%5&0!#5!T.&-&-U!@/+-!5#0!?0)D/*&!
-&D&@#?(&+*7!*9&!@&B)%@/*$0&!?/%%&-!4.*!=WX!/+-!N"4!-0#??&-!*9&!./%&C!!58#4*$5"*%##8"*B2#*
("C"1*#"$$3"=*'(*$5"*&"1%$#D*$5"*,1"=":"##'1*$'*AEEF9*=%=*('$*>GB%(H*$5"*1%;5$*$'*23%"(2$"*
I:"="=I*32(=#7>*
!
G5!*9)%!E)@@!E&.#(&%!@/37!*9&!%*/*&!3)@@!#?&+!)*%&@5!$?!*#!/+#*9&0!@/3%$)*C!G*!%9#$@-!/@%#!E&!+#*&-!
*9/*!*9&!"H=!/(&+-(&+*#!-#&%!+#*!?0#D)-&!/+1!/--)*)#+/@!%/5&B$/0-%!*#!?0#*&.*!*9&!)+*&0&%*%!
#5!M/*)D&!"/3/))/+%7!+#0!-#&%!)*!.#+*&(?@/*&!/+1!*1?&!#5!(&/+)+B5$@!.#+%$@*/*)#+C!!
!
8/9/@#!+$)!5#0!*9&!#??#0*$+)*1!*#!*&%*)51!#+!*9)%!(&/%$0&7!!
!
Y,CZC![&/@#9/!

!
!!"#$%!%&'&()(*&!+'%!)',(!$*!&#(!-./01/20!3"4/567!#('8$*9!:;8!<=2!<>2?!@&!+'%!)',(!'&!&#(!22!)$*A&(!)'8B!;:!
&#(!C;A&AD(!E$,(;!;:!&#(!#('8$*9F!#&&G%F//C;A&A?D(/;2H>I4CJKHLM&N0.2-?!
!
"!!"#"$$%&'%())$*+%,)%!"#"$$"-%.))"$/0O!PP1!7?<?!01.!Q2--RSO!"&"$1"21+%"34!#&&G%F//+++?;C(T?;89/U'%(%/2--V/-WX
0.W2!
!
#!Q(S!!3$&#!8(9'8,!&;!8('Y!G8;G(8&C!%(&!'%$,(!;8!Y('%(,!&;!&#(!U;8G;8'&$;*!&#'&!+'%!UY'%%(,!'%!9;E(8*)(*&!;8!U8;+*!
Y'*,%!G8(E$;A%!&;!IA9A%&!0PO!0VRPO!;8!(ZU#'*9(,!:;8!%AU#!Y'*,%!DC!&#(!U;8G;8'&$;*!:;8!'*!'998(9'&(!G(8$;,!;:!);8(!
&#'*!%$Z&CX:$E(!C('8%O!&#(!U;8G;8'&$;*!%#'YY!%AD)$&!&#(!:;YY;+$*9!,;UA)(*&'&$;*!&;!&#(!;::$U(!;:!5'+'$$'*!'::'$8%!'&!
Y('%&!&#8((!);*&#%!G8$;8!&;!'*C!GY'*!&;!,(E(Y;G!;8!:$*'*U(!'*!'::;8,'DY(!#;A%$*9!,(E(Y;G)(*&!A*,(8!&#$%!%(U&$;*F!
!!!!!Q0S!!"#(!%G(U$:$U!Y;U'&$;*!'*,!%$T(!;:!&#(!G'8U(Y!;:!Y'*,!&;!D(!,(E(Y;G(,!;8!:$*'*U(,[!'*,!
!!!!!Q2S!!I!,(&'$Y(,!G8;\(U&!,(%U8$G&$;*!;:!&#(!G8;G;%(,!'::;8,'DY(!#;A%$*9!,(E(Y;G)(*&O!$*UYA,$*9!&#(!&CG(!;:!
G8;\(U&O!+#(&#(8!8(*&'Y!;8!;+*(,[!*A)D(8!;:!%&;8$(%[!*A)D(8!;:!A*$&%[!')(*$&$(%[!(%&$)'&(,!8(*&!;8!%'Y(%!G8$U(!;:!
&#(!A*$&%[!'*,!'!,(E(Y;G)(*&!&$)(Y$*(?]!



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:37:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tehani Louis-Perkins Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:45:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sheena Lopes Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 
PLEASE stop shorting Native Hawaiians their rights to these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:58:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sally Thrasher  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

SB2 SD2 HD1 would remove Chapter 171 protections from public "ceded" lands set 
aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or agency. These protections 
include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal requirements, lease length 
and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers without prior approval from 
the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 171 protections, HHFDC 
would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease it to a developer for 99 
years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long leases are tantamount to 
selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' unrelinquished claims for a 
century or longer.  

  

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 11:11:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Amy Kalili Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 11:11:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kekaiokalani Naone Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 11:17:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Clarence Ching Individual Comments No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am Clarence ku Ching - and I rise in opposition to this bill. 

These are the stolen (so-called "ceded") lands of the Kingdom of Hawaii - that continues 
to exist and has the best title to these lands. 

They were illegally "ceded" to the u.s. by the illicit Republic of Hawaii (having no good 
title) to the u.s. in the 1890s.  Then they were attempted to be returned to the "people" 
of Hawaii by the 1959 Admissions Act - to the so-called "State of Hawaii" as Trustee 
with fiduciary responsibilities and duties - "for the betterment of conditions of Native 
Hawaiians and the general public" - to be held as a Public Trust for those beneficiaries.   

The primary purpose of the Trust is to provide benefits for its beneficiaries - not to be 
objects over which "the State" can gift or lease - for the benefit of others. 

This Bill - giving the governor utmost power and authority to discretionarily do his thing 
to is un-Constitutional and a breach of the Trust - as it, among other things, does NOT 
benefit the beneficaries (that is the primary purpose of the Trust).   

On the other hand, it "exempts" the governor from having to exercise the rule of 
fiduciary duties  and responsibilities that is an intrinsic part of the Trust.   

The Legislature, with fiduciary duties and responsibilities, is obligated to uphold Trust 
rules and standards - and Must adhere to the "standards" of Trust law. 

To violate these fiduciary rules and standards is to be illegal and immoral!   

Do uphold the "Law of Trusts" and reject this gross violation of Trust Law. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 11:38:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

carol lee kamekona Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 12:06:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raul Nohea Goodness Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2 SD2 HD1 would remove Chapter 171 protections from public "ceded" lands set 
aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or agency. These protections 
include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal requirements, lease length 
and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers without prior approval from 
the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 171 protections, HHFDC 
would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease it to a developer for 99 
years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long leases are tantamount to 
selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' unrelinquished claims for a 
century or longer.  

I oppose separating "ceded" Hawaiian national lands from the land trust without 
compensation, or making 99+ year leases of it. 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 12:12:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

George White Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Nakashima, Vice-Chair Matayoshi and Members -  

I write in OPPOSITION to SB2, SD2 HD1, because ths bill would remove Chapter 171 
protections from public "ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing 
Finance and Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state 
department or agency. 

These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

Without Chapter 171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little 
to no cost, lease it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those 
leases. These long leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native 
Hawaiians' unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. 

The HD1 amendments are not meaningful in any way and do not provide any additional 
layer of protections for these lands. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony 
in opposition to SB2, SD2 HD1. 

Respectfully -  

George White 

 



SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 12:22:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carla Allison Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Carla Allison and I stand in strong opposition to SB2.  We need to listen to 
and support the voices of our Native Hawaiian leaders. Please do not support or pass 
SB2.  Thank you. 

 





SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 1:46:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Meleana Shim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha honorable members of this committee hearing, 

I am a Native Hawaiian law student at the William S. Richardson School of Law and 
I OPPOSE SB2 SD2 HD1 because it would remove Chapter 171 protections from public 
"ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. The HD1 amendments are not meaningful 
in any way and do not provide any additional layer of protections for these lands, 
therefore I oppose SB2 SD2 HD1. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 2:44:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Deborah Ward Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill! It takes ceded lands, gives it to developers, without any 
regard to the beneficiaries for whom this land is in trust.  
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:17:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Elmer Domingo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

These lands are for Hawaiians and for their use. 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:59:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sunny Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2 SD2 HD1. This bill would remove Chapter 171 protections from 
public "ceded" lands set aside by the governor to the Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation ("HHFDC") or leased to HHFDC by any state department or 
agency. These protections include, but are not limited to: public auction and appraisal 
requirements, lease length and extension limits, and prohibitions against lease transfers 
without prior approval from the Board of Land and Natural Resources. Without Chapter 
171 protections, HHFDC would be able to obtain "ceded" lands at little to no cost, lease 
it to a developer for 99 years, and then indefinitely extend those leases. These long 
leases are tantamount to selling "ceded" land by foreclosing Native Hawaiians' 
unrelinquished claims for a century or longer. 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:28:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gabrielle Sedore Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose Bill SB2 SD2 HD1because you are trying to leaglize the theft of Hawaiian 
lands and the kanaka have had enough taken from them aleady. We only have so much 
public lands left and you want to take that from us, 'A'OLE!  
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:30:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gabrielle Sedore Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose Bill SB749.  
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/23/2021 8:15:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tom Aitken Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I understand that seated lands would be affected by this legislation, so I oppose the 
effort as it will threaten The status of Hawaiian lands. 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/23/2021 9:34:56 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric D Carter Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hawaiian lands aren't yours to sell 
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SB-2-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/23/2021 11:24:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 3/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sharde Freitas Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 
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